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BUFFALO AND ITS ATTRACTIONS. 

The selection of the city of Buffalo for the 1896 meeting of 
the National Educational Association was a happy move. Few 
indeed are the people, outside of its own citizens, who realize 
what a beautiful city Buffalo is ; and it is perhaps unfortunate 
that its . unostentatious railway stations are so far down town, 
where the traveler can see but ordinary buildings, dark with soot 
and smoke, and get never a glimpse of her more attractive 
features in the shape of broad, shaded asphalt avenues, of which 
she has over 200 miles — more than all the cities of Europe com- 
bined — her well — planned park system, suburban drives, public 
buildings, charitable institutions, and other points of interest. 

One hundred years ago Buffalo was a frontier trading post 
of about half a dozen buildings. Her commerce was confined 
to trading with the Indians, and continued in that state until the 
early years of the present century, when settlement was begun 
by the whites. Today she ranks as the sixth commercial city of 
the world ; on her docks are unloaded the products of the fields, 
forests and mines of the West and Northwest ; and here one may 
with unerring accuracy feel the industrial pulse beat of that 
enormous territory. Her first schoolhouse was built in 1801, 
the schoolmaster being furnished by the New York Missionary 
Society. It was located at what is now the corner of Pearl and 
Swan streets. Today she has an educational system of which 
she is justly proud. One hundred years ago Buffalo was unheard 
of; Niagara was a wonder of the Far West ; electricity a dream. 
Look at them today. Commerce has made the city what she 
is ; her future is to be determined by Niagara and electricity. 
Today the eyes of the electrical world are turned toward the 
Queen City of the Lakes, for there is to be solved the problem 
of electrical transmission ; and there are not a few of the great 
minds of the world who, basing their prophecy on the unlimited 
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power, resources, and manufacturing possibilities of Niagara, pre- 
dict that Buffalo will yet be the greatest city on this continent. 
But let us turn our thoughts to Buffalo as she now is, and 
the points that will be of interest to the visitors of 1896. 




A GLIMSE AT THE HARBOR. 
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ENTRANCE TO THE HARBOR. 



One of the first things to which the visitor will turn his 
attention will be the 



HOTELS. 



The largest hotel in the city, and one of the finest in the 
country, is the Iroquois, situated at the corner of Main and Eagle 
streets. The Executive Committee of the National Educational 
Association will have their headquarters at this house. A little 
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above, and on the same side of Main street, is the Tifft House ; 
and just beyond, at the corner of Genesee and Main streets, is 
the Genesee Hotel. The Broezel House is situated on Seneca 
street, not over a moment's walk fromthe Central station. 

To reach the Niagara 
Hotel, take a Niagara 
street car and get off 
at Porter avenue. This 
is a beautiful, home- 
like structure of which 
Buffalonians are de- 
servedly proud. Most 
of the other hotels are 
situated down town, 
within easy distance of 
the iroquois hotel. the railroad stations. 
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THE HEADQUARTERS 

of the National Educational Association will be in Ellicott Square, 
the largest office building in the world. It is situated on Main 
and Washington streets, and covers one and one-seventh acres, 
is ten stories high, and cost, with site, $3,500,000. It contains 
forty stores and six hundred offices, with a total of about fifteen 
hundred office rooms. The style is Italian Rennaissance. The 
building contains over a mile of polished marble wainscoting, 
four and a half feet high ; over a mile of marble corridor floor, 
eight feet wide ; and the two grand entrance corridors are entirely 
lined with marble in rich and elaborate arrangement. Over the 
grand court is the largest single skylight in the United States, 
and the floor of the court is marble mosaic. From this floor 
elaborate ornamental iron stairways lead to a broad balcony 
extending entirely around the court, upon which open all the 
offices of the second, or banking floor. This building will be an 
enduring monument to the founder of the city of Buffalo, Joseph 
Ellicott. 

Directly across Main street from Ellicott Square is an unusu- 
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ally fine group of buildings. In the foreground is the Erie 
County Savings Bank, a stately edifice, constructed of Connecti- 
cut granite. The interior is elegantly finished throughout in 
mahogony and marble. 

Another of this group on the left is the Guaranty Building, 
an imposing structure, and just to the right is the Morgan Build- 
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ELL1COTT SQUARE. — LARGEST OFFICE BUILDING IN THE WORLD. 

Headquarters for the N. E. A. 

ing, one of the most recent, as well as one of the finest in the 
city. From the observatory tower on the Morgan Building one 
may get an excellent view of the city and surroundings, includ- 
ing the Niagara River, Canadian shore, Lake Erie, and other 
points of interest. By all means go to the top of the Morgan 
Building. Near by is the recently opened real estate exchange 
— a very fine piece of architecture. Just behind this group are 
the municipal buildings and the City Hall. The latter is a fine 
granite building, occupying the square bounded by Franklin, 
Church, Delaware and Eagle streets. The City Hall has a tower 
two hundred feet high, in which is an observatory, from which 
one may obtain a fine view of the city and surroundings. 
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ERIE COUNTY SAVINGS BANK. 



At the corner of Franklin and Swan streets is situated St. 

Joseph's Cathedral, one of the finest houses of worship in the city. 
The Young Men's Christian Association occupies very fine 

quarters at the corner of Pearl and Genesee streets. The organ- 
ization is one of the best 
equipped and most effec- 
tive in the country. Visitors 
and strangers always find 
a hearty welcome here, and 
any possible information is 
gladly furnished by the 
obliging secretaries. 

The Soldiers' and Sailors 
Monument, situated in 
Lafayette Square, on Main 
street, between Clinton and 

Lafayette streets, is one of the finest tributes to the nation's 

fallen heroes that can be found in the country. The funds for 

the erection of the monu- 
ment were raised by the 

ladies of Buffalo. On July 

4, 1882, Grover Cleveland, 

as mayor of Buffalo, took 

part in the laying of the 

corner stone, and two years 

later (July 4, 1884), as Gov- 
ernor of the State of New 

York, he again assisted at 

the unveiling of the statue. 

Just back of the soldiers' 

monument is the Buffalo 

City Library, a fine fire-proof 

structure built of brick. It 

is one of the best libraries 

in the country, and contains 

60,000 volumes. In the 










THE GUARANTY BUILDING. 
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basement of this building is located the museum of the Society 
of Natural Sciences. Upstairs is the Fine Arts Academy, The 
School of Pedagogy, and the rooms of the Buffalo Historical 
Society, where are kept a large collection of relics, books, etc., 

of general interest to residents 
and visitors. The library of Presi- 
dent Filmore is also to be found 
here. 

At the corner of Main and 
Edward streets is situated Music 
Hall. The corner stone of the 
original edifice was laid March 5, 
1883, and the hall was opened 
July 16, 1883, by the German 
North American Saengerbund 
with their Twenty-third Saenger- 
fest. In 1885 the building was 
destroyed by fire, and in the fall 
of 1887 the present imposing 
edifice was completed. The main 
hall has a seating capacity of 
twenty-three hundred persons. Here will be held the general 
meetings of the National Educational Association. 

On the opposite corner of Main and Edward streets is St. 
Louis Catholic Church, a 
beautiful structure, sur- 
rounded by a well-kept 
lawn. 

Among the other 
notable structures of the 
city are the First Presby- 
terian Church, situated 
on "The Circle," North 
street. There are in all 
one hundred and eighty- 
four churches and chap- 
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THE MORGAN BUILDING. 
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els in the city, including nearly every denomination known in 
the Christian world. 

A short distance west of the park lake and fronting on For- 
est avenue is the State Hospital for the Insane. The building 
is one of the finest in the city, and may be inspected by visitors 
on regular days in each week. It is easily accessible by elec- 
tric cars and by the Belt Line Railroad. 

On north Main street, near the city line, are situated the 
Erie County Almshouse and Erie County Insane Asylum. A 




THE CITY HALL. 



visit to these makes a pleasant drive of an hour or two, as Main 
street is asphalted, and the visitor may turn from here for a 
drive through the park. 

For those who are especially interested in the great commer- 
cial industries of Buffalo a trip along the wharves, to the great 
coal docks, and the grain elevators, would be of great interest. 

To enumerate all of the points that it would be interesting 
for visitors to see, would be impossible, for their name is legion. 
But there are some special features outside of public buildings 
and institutions that one ought not to miss. Nearly every city 
of prominence has a principal street or avenue to which it points 
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with especial pride. Thus, what Fifth avenue is to the New 
Yorker, or Euclid avenue to the resident of Cleveland, Delaware 
avenue is to the Buffalonian. It runs parallel with Main street 
along the crest of an elevated plateau which slopes away on 
either side, and extends from the Terrace to the city line, a dis- 
tance of about four miles, passing between the Park and Forest 

Lawn Cemetery. It 






is without doubt one 
of the finest residence 
streets in the country. 
On Niagara Square, 
at the corner of Dela- 
ware avenue, is the 
residence of the late 
Millard Fillmore, ex- 
President of the 
United States. A 
walk in the early 
evening, along this 
beautiful avenue, 
shaded on each side 
by three rows of 
stately elms, and 
lined with the well- 
kept lawns and luxurious homes of Buffalo's merchant princes, 
is indeed a pleasure. Do not, however, think that Buffalonians 
are proud of Delaware avenue alone. There are a score of 
others almost equally beautiful and attractive. 

One of "the features" of Buffalo is its excellent park sys- 
tem, containing in all about nine hundred acres. A very pretty 
attraction in the park is the lake, which covers forty-six acres 
and is dotted with miniature islands. The city has spent sev- 
eral millions of dollars on her park system, and very naturally 
takes great pride in keeping it in good condition. 

Just across Delaware avenue from the park is Forest Lawn 
Cemetery, beautifully laid out and containing many fine monu- 




Y. M. C A. BUILDING. 



502 



THE SCHOOL REVIEW 



ments, among which may be seen the plain brown granite shaft 
which marks the grave of the late President, Millard Fillmore. 
Fronting the main entrance is a fine monument erected by the 
Buffalo Historical Society in memory of the Indian chief Red 
Jacket, and a little farther in from the entrance is the Soldiers' 
Monument. 

Just here let us give you a word of advice : When you go to 
the convention this summer, 




soldiers' and sailors' monument and city library. 

By all means take your bicycles. It would be hard, if not 
impossible, to find a place offering more attractions to cyclists 
than Buffalo. The evenings are cooled by the breezes that 
sweep over Lake Erie, and the streets are unequaled in the 
world. 

For an evening trip we would suggest a run from Niagara 
Square to The Fort, historically known as Fort Porter, from 
which point a fine view of lake, harbor and river may be 
obtained. From thence go to the park, making the circuit of 
the meadow, then proceed on to the Parade House, and return 
to the square by way of Genesee street. Such an excursion 
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would make a delightful ending to one of the convention days, 

and with a large party would furnish no end of pleasure. 

On the outskirts of Buffalo there are an endless variety of 

trips. One that is especially delightful and attractive is the run 

to Niagara Falls 

along the river 

road. Beginners 

generally find this 

trip a little hard, 

since it covers 

about forty miles 

of wheeling. One- 
can arrange to 

wheel down to the 

falls early in the 

day and return by train, or vice versa, 

wheeling back to the city early in the 

evening. The trains are frequent, and 

a recent law compels the handling of 

bicycles free. The roads to Grand Island 

are especially good for wheeling. The run over the brick pave- 
ment to Tonawanda is a favorite with all, the distance being ten 

miles from any down 
town center. Many 
people prefer this 
kind of pavement to 
the asphalt or maca- 
dam, as the latter 
gives little resistance 
to the tires. The 
roads leading to the 
towns on the lake 
shore are usually in 
very good condition 
and one trip will 




THE ST. LOUIS 

(catholic) church. 
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lead to many others. Hamburg-on-the-Lake and Athol Springs 
are both within easy riding distance, and are the homes of many 
Buffalo people during the summer months. 

These points can of course all be reached by carriage, and it. 
would be very pleasant to reach them in that way, but to the 
average cyclist there is nothing quite like his wheel, and, there- 




DELAWARE AVENUE. 



fore, knowing the ground, we earnestly advise that you take 
your wheels. 

OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST. 

Grand Island is one of the favorite resorts, and justly so, as 
it is reached by a beautiful steamboat ride down the river. 

Across the river there are the ruins of old Fort Erie, one of 
the most attractive places in the vicinity of Buffalo, with its 
earth mounds still intact ; and close by is the old stone house, 
which has won the distinction of being haunted. There, too, is 
the old windmill, like a bit of Holland dropped upon the shore 
of the new world lake, and adding greatly to the picturesque- 
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ness of the spot. In the neighborhood are many evidences of 
Indian civilization, antedating the erection of the fort, and one 







A GLIMPSE AT THE PARK. 

can pick up the "sinkers " left upon the shore. Toward the 
windmill is one of the sites of the flint workers, where chips, 
imperfect arrow heads and pottery may be found. This locality, 

too, is of great interest 
to geologists, botanists 
and ornithologists. 

Farther down the 
Canadian shore is 
Crystal Beach, famed 
for its bathing and 
boating ; and on the 
American side is Wood- 
lawn Beach. 

At a greater distance 
— about two hours by 
rail — is Chautauqua, 
with its great summer 
schools. A lovely spot 
to spend a vacation. 




THE RED JACKET MONUMENT. 
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HO FOR NIAGARA 



No one can see the Buffalo of today without going to Nia- 
gara by way of the Buffalo and Niagara Falls Electric Railway. 
It is one of the finest roads in the world, and the trip is inter- 
esting from the time you leave the square in Buffalo until you 
leave the car at the edge of matchless Niagara. For the first 
three miles the route is through the rapidly growing suburban 
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THE RUINS OF FORT PORTER — A LAND MARK OF WAR TIMES. 



throughfares, presently it enters the Military Road, which was an 
Indian trail before the dawn of American history. The entire 
trip is a succession of surprises in the way of pretty villages, and 
swift runs by grassy meadows, and along the cool, picturesque 
river front. No fear of hearing the old story, " Power given 
out/' on this road. When all the cars on the line are crowded 
to their fullest extent, their combined load causes hardly a per- 
ceptible quiver on the indicator in the motor room of the mag- 
nificent power plant at Niagara, that you pass on the left just 
before entering the city of Niagara. 
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NIAGARA. 

Thou flowest on in quiet, till 
thy waves 

Grow broken midst the rocks ; 
thy current then 

Shoots onward like the irresist- 
ible course 

Of destiny. Ah, terribly they 
rage, — 

The hoarse and rapid whirl- 
pools there ! My brain 

Grows wild, my senses wander, 
as I gaze 

Upon the hurrying waters ; and 
my sight 

Vainly would follow, as toward 
the verge 

Sweeps the wide torrent. Waves 
innumerable 

Meet there and madden, — 
waves innumerable 

Urge on and overtake the waves 
before, 

And disappear in thunder and 
in foam. 

They reach, they leap the bar- 
rier, — the abyss 

Swallows insatiable the sinking 
waves. 

A thousand rainbows arch 
them, and the woods 

Are deafened with the roar. 
The violent shock 

Shatters to vapor the descend- 
ing sheets. 

A cloudy whirlwind fills the 
gulf, and heaves 

The mighty pyramid of circling 
mist 

To heaven. 

— Jose Maria Heredia. 

Translated by Wm. Cullen 
Bryant. 
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A moment more and you are looking upon one of the most 
magnificent spectacles to be seen in the world — Niagara. Over 
a precipice one hundred and sixty-four feet in height the waters 
of the Great Lakes plunge headlong in their wild rush to Onta- 
rio. Far above the falls the waters seem to gather themselves 
together preparatory to the awful plunge and a feeling of awe 

comes over one as he 
stands on the outer 
edge of the island and 
looks out upon the on- 
rushing waters. Prob- 
ably there is not an- 
other such exhibition 
of unbridled power in 
all the world, as is dis- 
played in these eddy- 
ing billows, sweeping 
resistlessly onward. 
Spellbound you gaze. 
The waters sweep on, 
but the angry billows remain, — changing yet unchanged, — - 
ever yet never the same, a type of eternity. To portray the 
scene in words is impossible. The most gifted writers in 
the English language have failed in the attempt. Charles 
Dickens describes his feelings thus: "At length we alighted; 
and then for the first time I heard the mighty rush of water, 
and felt the ground tremble underneath my feet. The bank 
is very steep, and was slippery with rain and half-melted ice. 
I hardly know how I got down, but I was soon at the bot- 
tom, and climbing, with two English officers who were crossing 
and had joined me, over some broken rocks, deafened by the 
noise, half blinded by the spray, and wet to the skin, we 
were at the foot of the American Fall. I could see an immense 
torrent of water tearing headlong down from some great height, 
but had no idea of shape, or situation or anything but vague 
immensity. When we were seated in the little ferryboat, and 



ONE OF THE BEAUTIFUL PARK DRIVEWAYS. 



BUFFALO AND ITS ATTRACTIONS 509 

were crossing the swollen river immediately before the cataracts, 
I began to feel what it was ; but I was in a manner stunned, and 
unable to comprehend the vastness of the scene. It was not 
until I came on Table Rock and looked — great Heaven on 
what a fall of bright green water! — that it came upon me in 
its full might and majesty. Then, when I felt how near to my 
Creator I was standing, the first effect, and the enduring one — 
instant and lasting — of the tremendous spectacle, was peace. 
Peace of mind, tranquillity, calm recollections of the dead, great 
thoughts of eternal rest and happiness ; nothing of gloom and 
terror. Niagara was at once stamped upon my heart, an image 
of beauty ; to remain there changeless and indelible, until its 
pulses cease to beat forever. Oh, how the strife and trouble of 
daily life receded from my view, and lessened in the distance, 
during the ten memorable days we passed on that enchanted 
ground ! What voices spoke from out the thundering water ; 
what faces, faded from the earth, looked out upon me from its 
gleaming depths ; what Heavenly promise glistened in those 
angels' tears, the drops of many hues, that showered around, 
and twined themselves about the gorgeous arches which the 
changing rainbows made ! 

To wander to and fro all day, and see the cataracts from all 
points of view, to stand upon the edge of the great Horseshoe 
Fall, marking the hurried water gathering strength as it 
approached the verge, yet seeming, too, to pause before it 
shot into the gulf below ; to gaze from the river's level top at 
the torrent as it came streaming down ; to climb the neighboring 
heights and watch it through the trees, and see the wreathing 
water in the rapids hurrying on to take its fearful plunge ; to 
linger in the shadow of the solemn rocks three miles below ; 
watching the river as, stirred by no visible cause, it heaved and 
eddied and awoke the echoes, being troubled yet, far down 
beneath the surface, by its giant leap ; to have Niagara before 
me, lighted up by the sun and by the moon, red in the day's 
decline, and gray as evening slowly fell upon it ; to look upon 
it every day, wake up in the night and hear its ceaseless voice ; 
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this was enough. I think in every quiet season now, still do 
these waters roll and leap and roar and tumble, all day long ; 
still are the rainbows spanning them, a hundred feet below. 
Still, when the sun is on them, do they shine and glow like 
molten gold. Still, when the day is gloomy, do they fall like 
snow, or seem to crumble away like the front of a great chalk 
cliff, or roll down the rock like dense white smoke. But always 
does the mighty stream appear to die as it comes down, and 
always from its unfathomable grave arises that tremendous ghost 
of spray and mist which is never laid ; which has haunted this 
place with the same dread solemnity since darkness brooded 
over the deep, and that first flood before the deluge — light — 
came rushing on creation at the word of God." 

Since Dickens' time many changes have been wrought in the 
neighborhood of the Falls. Bridges now span the river, modern 
hotels have been erected on either side, and facilities of approach 
have been multiplied, affording easy access to visitors. All of 
the most desirable points of access are now in the possession of 
the government, and it is possible now for any one to see Niagara 
without having to pay tolls at every point. Practically every- 
thing is free, and, unless one is in a great hurry, there is no need 
even to hire a carriage to go the rounds. If you go there on 
the electrics they let you off right at the Falls, and in returning 
you can get check to any point in Buffalo. If you go by rail 
the depot is not over five minutes' walk from the Falls. 

There are two trips, however, that one cannot at all afford 
to miss when at Niagara, viz., the rides down the river on the 
electrics. On the American side the Great Gorge Route, runs 
through the Niagara gorge, from the Falls to Lewiston, passing 
at the bottom of the gorge under Suspension Bridge and at the 
water's edge, the famous whirlpool and rapids ; many caverns 
and historic points, on by the ruins of the old Suspension Bridge, 
the ruins of old Fort Gray, on to Lewiston. This road was only 
opened last September, and is a marvel of engineering skill. 

On the Canadian side of the river there is the Niagara Falls 
Park and River Railway. An old resident of Buffalo recently 
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told the writer that he had never really seen Niagara Falls until 
he made this trip. Magnificent as is the view of the Falls from 
the American side, it cannot compare in point of awe-inspiring 
grandeur, to the view of Horseshoe Falls from the Canadian side. 
At Chippewa, above the Falls, the electrics connect with steamer 
for Buffalo. Continuing on its way along the edge of the bank, 
the route gives you an excellent view of the whirlpool and rapids 
from above, and passes over the whirlpool ravine on a steel 
viaduct five hundred feet long and one hundred and thirty-five 
feet high, and so on over the famous battle field of Queenston 
Heights, by General Brock's monument, to the picturesque and 
historic village of Queenston, from where, on a clear day, the 
city of Toronto is plainly distinguishable over the clear waters 
of Lake Ontario. 

No more pleasant way of attending the Buffalo convention 
could be planned than to stop out at Niagara and run in on the 
electrics to the meetings, as the cars will take you from the 
hotel to the place of meeting direct. For such an arrangement 
the Cataract House at Niagara offers especial advantages. It 
is the oldest and the best known of the hotels at the Falls, is 
situated less than two hundred feet away from and overlooking 
the American rapids. One steps from the veranda of the house 
onto the state reservation. 

One of the principal points of attraction now at Niagara is 
the great electric plant of the Niagara Falls Power Company, 
the greatest plant in the world of its class. Through the cour- 
tesy of Mr. Lincoln, the superintendent, members of the National 
Educational Association will be admitted to the gallery of the 
main building. Arthur Stocks 



